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Broadband — Refers to a high-speed data transmission in
which a single line can carry a large amount of data at once.

Browser — A computer application used to display Web sites.

The two most popular browsers are Netscape Navigator and
Microsoft Internet Explorer.

Cookies — Small databases of information that allow Web
sites to “remember” you and personalize your experience.

Download — The process by which data is transferred from
a source, such as the Internet, to your computer. With
uploading, data is sent from your computer to a source, such
as a media player.

DSL (Digital Subscriber Line) — A method for connecting
you to the Internet using local service lines.

Ethernet Adapter/NIC (Network Interface Card) — An
expansion board you insert into a computer so the computer
can be connected to a network.

Firewall — A protective barrier between your computer and
the Internet that lets only certain information flow in and out.

Home Page — The first Web page that is displayed when
you start your browser or the main Web page for a business,
organization or individual. The terms “Start Page” and “Home
Page” are often used interchangeably.

IM (Instant Message) — A type of online service, different
from e-mail, that you can use to communicate with others
instantly — in real time. Like a telephone conversation, but
using text-based — not voice-based — communication.

Internet — A massive communications network made up of
countless smaller networks and individual computers. It
spreads across the globe, allowing millions of people to
share information.
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JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group) — The most
common format for image files.

MP3 — A popular audio file format in which data is
compressed to about one tenth of its original size.

Network — The act of connecting two or more computers so
that they can share resources; also the resulting system of
linked computers.

Plug-in — Any software that adds functionality to a
computer program. Macromedia® Flash and Apple® QuickTime
are plug-ins that allow you to play certain multimedia files
within your Web browser.

POP3 (Post Office Protocol, version 3 host) — The central
repository where electronic mail is stored before it's picked
up by the host. The host is the part of the e-mail address
to the right of the @ symbol.

Search Engine — A computer program that lets you search
for specific information on the Web by typing in a keyword,
title or topic.

Spam — Junk e-mail sent by online marketers.

URL (Uniform Resource Locator) — The electronic address
for Web sites and Internet files.

USB (Universal Serial Business) — A connection found on
the back of computers that supports up to 127 devices such
as mice, printers and modems. Ethernet/NIC is recommended
for connection.

Virus — A small program or script that can destroy files and
wreak havoc on your computer. Opening an infected
e-mail attachment is the most common way to get a virus.




