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Glossary of Photo Terms

BMP (bitmap) - Windows file format used for clip art and photos.

Digital camera - Camera tht does not use film. Rather, i racords images digitally. Pictures can then be
downloaded direct o your compuer as compuer fles 50 you don't have o waitfor your phoios o be developed.

Dpi (dots per Inch) - ‘Dots per inchy is a term used to describe resolution. I was coined fo describe a prinfed
image rather than @ digital image, but is often used n both contexts.

Film speed - Film speed refers o the size of lightsensitive priicles in unexposed im. The higher the film
speed, fhe lorger the partcles and the less light hey need for proper exposure. Conversely, the lower the fim
speed, the smaller the particles and the more light they need o properly expose an image. That's why if's

important fo match the film speed to the light conditions. Use slow film (100 ASA) when there’s plenty of light
and use fost film (400 ASA) for low light condifions or when you want o capturs fast action.

GIF (Graphics Interchange Forma) - File format commonly used in Web pages, which requires lower resolution
than prinied photos. GIF doesn’t allow s much definition or subliel in color transiions s other fle formas.

JPEG (Joint Photogrophic Experts Group) - An image compression file format designed for fullcolor or gray-scale
images, such as photographs, paintings and illustrations. Save your photos as JPEGs whenever possible
because they toke up far less space on your hard drive than ofher formats (such as BMP, TIFF and GIF) and
the quality is excellant.

PPI (pixels per inch) - When you scan a photo, you set the scan resolution which is measured in pixels per inch,
also referrod to a3 dp (dofs per inch]. The resolution you choose affect the final quality of the image and is
dependent on how you plan to use the image. To print images on an inkjet printer, scan at 150-300 ppi.

Picture €D - Photo processing centers usually offer the choice of developing photos onto floppy disk or CD.
Eithor of these methods is fine, however w suggest having your photos developed onfo o CD versus o disk for
sevaral reasons. The digital versions of your photos on a picture CD ara higher quality, a CD is easier to store
and less likely to degrade over fime, and it is not possible fo alfer tha original image on the CD.

Pixcel - The smallest elamen (picture element) that can be displayed on @ compular scroen. A pixal is a dot with
a square or rectangular shape. Thousands of pixels are arranged in a grid to make up the image displayed on

the screen.

Red eye - Red ey is caused by light reflecting off the blood vessels in the refina of the eye. Phofo manipulation
programs usually offer a feature that enables you fo get rid of red eye, but you can also take some steps fo
avoid red eye in the first place. You can iry causing your subjects’ pupils 1o conract by increasing the amount
of ambient light. Turn on more lamps, for example. Ask the subjsct to look at  bright light just before you
take the photo. Or use a camera with  red eye elimination fecture.

Resolution - Image resolufion is a measurement of how much information s stored in a digital phote. The
information is measured as dofs per inch (dpi} or, more correctly, pixels per inch (ppi). Photos print best if
they're scanned at o resolution of between 150 fo 300 ppi at the size you're going to use them. Scanning af
a resolution higher than 300 ppi won't improve the quality of the photo but will increase the file size and slow
down the program. If you plon to use the scanned image only for viewing onscroen, set the resolufion to 75 ppi.

Scanner - Scanners turn all kinds of things into computer files: photographs, drawings, clip art, logos, even
pages of faxt. Scanners vary considerably in image quality depending on the price. For home and most small
office use, you don't need a highly sophisticated scanner. But you do need o scanner with a range of resolution
options, siarfing with o minimum of 300 pixals per inch and 24-bit color.

TIFF (Tagged Imoge File Former) - A File used primarily for pixekbased images, originally developed by Aldus
Corporation for PageMaker.





